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OPENING WORDS:
HERE IN THIS SANCTUARY OF ANCIENT DREAMS AND WISDOM AND BEAUTY WE COME TO GROW                                                                           By Jack Mendelsohn
Here in this sanctuary of ancient dreams and wisdom and beauty we come to grow, to be healed, to stretch mind and heart, to be challenged, renewed; to be helped in our own continuing struggles for meaning and for love; to help build a world with more justice and mercy in it; to be counted among the hopers and doers.
In the face of cynicism, darkness, brutality around us and within, we seek to align ourselves with a living community that would affirm rather than despair, that would think and act rather than simply adjust and succumb.
Here we invite the spirit of our own humanity and the healing powers under, around, through and beyond it, to give us the nerve and grace, the toughness and sensitivity, to search out the truth that frees, and the life that maketh all things new.
READING #1:
FOR RELIGION TO BE SIGNIFICANT                                            By Mark L. Belletini
For religion to be significant, it has to provide more than the comforts of community. It also has to provide opportunities for deepening, for what I call spiritual growth, and for the casting down of false images and stereotypes, which hurt us all. A good religion has to open us to the real diversity of our modern world. For our work as liberal religious people is not to be competitive with others, and to find ways to supersede others, but rather to find ways to supersede ourselves, to grow beyond our limitations and our constrictive boundaries, each and every one of us. Diversity, you see, must not end up being some sort of feel good slogan, a word we keep in our back pocket to make us feel like we’re broad minded. Diversity is a gift. But it cannot be a gift… unless it is received. It is only received when there are hands and hearts open enough to receive it. And the opening of fists into welcoming hands and welcoming hearts is our spiritual work….
READING #2:
FROM “THE FAITH BEHIND FREEDOM”                                                By A. Powell Davies
AT A TIME OF WORLD UPHEAVAL when all things are called in question, it is well that men should search their hearts and know what faith they hold, and whether it can shape the present miseries towards a happier future.  Many beliefs once confidently held have crumbled with the coming of the modern age; others are falling now before the fury of the storm.  To cling to these beliefs means trusting in the ineffectual.  We cannot build the future with a worn out creed.  Nor can we build it out of emptiness and unbelief.  We need a faith that truly reckons with an age of transformation; that knows the inner meaning of events; that sees the coming victory of humanity within the present tragedy and loss.
This faith has long been growing and has now begun to claim the future.  It was held by Jefferson and Lincoln as the hope of universal liberation and in rejection of the creeds.  It was proclaimed by Channing as the essence of original Christianity; by Emerson as pure religion; by Parker as the faith that builds the brotherhood of man.  Walt Whitman prophesied it as the true religion of tomorrow.  It has been voiced by prophets, sung by poets, declared by pioneers of liberty through many centuries, in every land.  It is the faith behind freedom.
SERMON:
Lao Tse, the 16th Century Chinese Philosopher and contemporary of Confucius, wrote, a very long time ago, the piece Julie just read for us:
If there is to be peace in the world,
There must be peace in the nations.
If there is to be peace in the nations,
There must be peace in the cities.
If there is to be peace in the cities,
There must be peace between neighbors.
If there is to be peace between neighbors,
There must be peace in the home.
If there is to be peace in the home,
There must be peace in the heart.
 In the twenty-first century, Lao Tse’s sentiment is captured in the bumper-sticker phrase:
Think globally, act locally.
Either way, the underlying truth comes through.  The peace we seek to build in the world begins with us - in us.  
Our sixth principle calls on member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association to covenant to affirm and promote the goal of world community, with peace, liberty and justice for all.  That’s pretty lofty stuff!  And, I don’t know about you, but for me this goal can also feel just a tad over whelming.  Particularly these days.  I mean, jeeze…where do we begin building towards the goal of world community?  How do we build towards the goal of world community?  Do we work to save our environment?  Or should we be addressing the refugee crises in Syria and the EU?  Wait, we’re still trying to get ourselves engaged in the Black Lives Matter campaign.  And then, there’s the prison industrial complex which is responsible for locking up more citizens than five or six of the largest first-world nations combined!  There’s contaminated drinking water in Flint and precious little water at all in California.  Migrant workers face exploitation working on American farms.  Restaurant workers face exploitation in American kitchens.  Or, should we begin with the minimum - and totally unlivable-wage? Or, income inequality?  Or, the poor performance of our nations schools?  GMA modified food?  A food-chain contaminated with antibiotics?  Legalizing pot?  (Come to think of it, maybe if we started with legalizing pot, the rest of these issues could be resolved more…easily!)
The goal of building world community with peace liberty and justice for all, or, as it is referred to in another faith tradition, “the kin-dom of heaven,” has probably always been lofty.  But, today it feels so much more complicated.  Where do we begin?
Following hurricane Katrina, Houston,Texas was inundated with refugees from New Orleans.  I was deployed through the UU Trauma Response Team to work with a UU Congregation just north of Houston, in a place called The Woodlands.  Upon arrival I found the good souls at The Woodlands UU Congregation drowning themselves.  They were completely overwhelmed, as were the other agencies trying to offer help, by the sheer enormity of the need before them.  One day, one of the congregants said to me about this effort they were engaged in, “It’s like trying to take a sip of water from an open hydrant.”
And just like that, it hit me!  “It IS like trying to take a sip of water from an open fire hydrant!” I said to my new friend. “What do you mean?” he asked.  “If you want to take a sip of water from an open hydrant, you need to use a straw!” I said.  “And sure, most of the water get’s by you, but at least you get your sip!”
With that revelation we pulled the leaders of the congregation together and figured out what, exactly, our sip in this whole mess was going to be.  They decided to focus on resettling folks in the Woodlands and with that clear decision having been made, they were able to maximize the efficacy of their time, talent, and treasure.  They worked with local officials to find empty apartments, and then mobilized members of the congregation and the wider community to acquire the furnishings and personal items folks would need to move into these vacant apartments.  
A few weeks later they had settled between 15-20 families.
Of course, that was 15-20 families out of literally thousands.  Most of the water, in fact, got past them.  But thanks to some focus and team work, they got their sip.
On December 3rd, 2015, a Syrian family landed at Chicago O’Hare Airport two and a half years after fleeing from their war torn country.  They were warmly greeted at the airport by about 15 people connected to First Unitarian Church of Chicago, including a bunch of kids who held welcome signs decorated with hand-drawn American and Syrian flags.  What happened next is recorded in the latest edition of UU World Magazine:
When the parents and their children, ranging in age from an infant to a teenager, arrived at an apartment that volunteers from First Unitarian Church furnished for them, they were presented with a hot meal from a local Middle-Eastern restaurant and a refrigerator stocked with culturally appropriate groceries.  One little girl quickly fell asleep in her new room, as Richard Farmer, who had launched the congregation’s Syrian Refugee Task Force, taught the sixteen-year-old son how to use the wi-fi network.
“Neither I nor the boy spoke a word of the others language, but gestures and demonstration were all he needed to learn everything,” said Farmer.
For religion to be significant, it has to provide more than the comforts of community. It also has to provide opportunities for deepening, for what I call spiritual growth, and for the casting down of false images and stereotypes, which hurt us all. A good religion has to open us to the real diversity of our modern world. For our work as liberal religious people is not to be competitive with others, and to find ways to supersede others, but rather to find ways to supersede ourselves, to grow beyond our limitations and our constrictive boundaries, each and every one of us.  So writes Rev. Mark Bellentini in his meditation on significant religion, which we read earlier.
Surely a significant religion is up to the task not only of envisioning a world community, but also of building that world community.  Surely a significant religion will not be stopped in the face of an open fire hydrant because they know how to get their sip.  Surely a significant religion understands that the path to world religion begins in the heart of every individual.
Whether the task before us concerns the rights of migrant workers, Black Lives Matters, the fair compensation of restaurant workers, the safe passage and resettlement of refugees, building solidarity with Original Nations peoples, or building fair trade and environmental justice with people in Nicaragua, surely a significant religion is up to the task.
This faith, this significant religion,  has long been growing and has now begun to claim the future.  It was held by Jefferson and Lincoln as the hope of universal liberation and in rejection of the creeds.  It was proclaimed by Channing as the essence of original Christianity; by Emerson as pure religion; by Parker as the faith that builds the brotherhood of man.  Walt Whitman prophesied it as the true religion of tomorrow.  It has been voiced by prophets, sung by poets, declared by pioneers of liberty through many centuries, in every land.  It is the faith behind freedom.

Helping us here in the United States of America to build world community we are blessed to be joined by our sister churches around the world.  This morning, we have the great pleasure and privilege of being joined by Rev. Derrick Parial who is here visiting us from the Unitarian Union of North East India.
Rev. Pariot was born into a family of Unitarian leaders.  His grandfather worked with the founder of Unitarianism in NE India, Hajom Kisser Sing, (who you will hear more about in a fem moments.)  and Rev. Pariot’s uncle was the first trained minister in the Union.
Following in the steps of his ancestors, Rev. Pariot has worked for the UUNEI in a number of capacities including Union Secretary, Director of Religious Education, then Vice President, and now President.  In other words, Rev. Pariot is, effectively, the “Peter Morales” (UUA President) of NE India.  And when he was elected to this position, his predecessor was 78 years old, and he was 41!
Derrick is married to Dr. Danibba Pyrbot, a UU scholar, and they have two children, Dasien (14) and Dakar (12).
Won’t you please help me extend a warm greeting and welcome to Rev. Derick Pariot.
[After Derrick Speaks]…
This faith has long been growing and has now begun to claim the future.  It has been voiced by prophets, sung by poets, declared by pioneers of liberty through many centuries, in every land.  It is the faith behind freedom.

May history record us all as having been hopers and doers, worthy inheritors of this significant tradition.  Amen.
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