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Reading I:  From an NPR interview of author Michelle Alexander.  January 2012.
Under Jim Crow laws, black Americans were relegated to a subordinate status for decades. Things like literacy tests for voters and laws designed to prevent blacks from serving on juries were commonplace in nearly a dozen Southern states.
In her book The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, legal scholar Michelle Alexander writes that many of the gains of the civil rights movement have been undermined by the mass incarceration of black Americans in the war on drugs. She says that although Jim Crow laws are now off the books, millions of blacks arrested for minor crimes remain marginalized and disfranchised, trapped by a criminal justice system that has forever branded them as felons and denied them basic rights and opportunities that would allow them to become productive, law-abiding citizens.
"People are swept into the criminal justice system — particularly in poor communities of color — at very early ages ... typically for fairly minor, nonviolent crimes," she tells Fresh Air's Dave Davies. "[The young black males are] shuttled into prisons, branded as criminals and felons, and then when they're released, they're relegated to a permanent second-class status, stripped of the very rights supposedly won in the civil rights movement — like the right to vote, the right to serve on juries, the right to be free of legal discrimination and employment, and access to education and public benefits. Many of the old forms of discrimination that we supposedly left behind during the Jim Crow era are suddenly legal again, once you've been branded a felon."
READING II:  Words from chapter three of Randall Kennedy's Race, Crime and the Law, published in 1997 (The Atlantic : Mapping the New Jim Crow).
Although whites constitute a large proportion of the prisoner population, white inmates constitute a much smaller percentage of the overall white population than is the case with black inmates. In 1990, for every 100,000 white Americans, 289 were in jail or prison; for every 100,000 black Americans, 1,860 were in jail or prison.
It is entirely plausible that the white-dominated political institutions of America would not tolerate present conditions in jails and prisons if as large a percentage of the white population were incarcerated as is the reality facing the black population. It is surely possible, to many likely, that if the racial shoe were on the other foot, white-dominated political structures would be more responsive than they are now to the terrors of incarceration. That possibility should make more alarming the fact that the darkening of jail and prison populations during the past twenty years has been attended by a discernible increase and hardening of antagonism toward the incarcerated….
Moreover, apart from the matter of governmental intentions, the plain fact is that deplorable, unlawful conditions in jails and prisons have a distinctively racial appearance because such a relatively large percentage of the black population is, has been, or will be incarcerated. At present, jails and prisons are among the most influential institutions of socialization in African-American communities. The extent to which authorities allow these institutions to remain dangerous, destructive, lawless hells is the extent to which authorities strengthen the belief held by an appreciable number of black Americans that the “white man’s” system of criminal justice remains their enemy.
****************
As many of you know, Jim Crow was the name of a racial caste system which operated primarily, but not exclusively in the southern and border states of these so-called United States between 1877, (less than a decade after the 14th Amendment was passed) and the mid-1960s. Jim Crow was more than a series of rigid anti-black laws. It was a way of life. Under Jim Crow, African Americans were relegated to the status of second class citizens. In spirit, fact and in practice, Jim Crow represented the legitimization of anti-black racism.
Today, a second wave of legitimized anti-black racism has taken hold in America.  Some say it’s roots were planted during President Reagan’s War on Drugs.  Wherever it began, it’s results are as catastrophic for Blacks and racial equality in America today as the old Jim Crow was in it’s day.  Civil rights lawyer, advocate, legal scholar and author Michelle Alexander has labeled this injustice “The New Jim Crow” in her book by the same title, and the name seems to be sticking.
The New Jim Crow references the utterly disproportionate frequency of incarceration experienced by Black citizens of this nation, often for minor and non-violent offense,  and the far reaching consequences they suffer as a result.  Because, you see, once you are a felon, you lose your right to vote, to sit on a jury, to access social services including affordable housing, to be free from discrimination and to find employment.  Of course, white felons suffer the same consequences, but whites are far less likely than their black counterparts to wind up in jail in the first place.  As we heard in Randal Kennedy’s piece just a moment ago, in 1990 for every 100,000 white people in this nation, 289 were in jail or in prison.  For every 100,000 black people, 1,860 were in jail or in prison.  
In case you’re wondering, that’s six and a half times as many blacks as whites that wind up in our jails and prisons.  No wonder our jails and prisons are now considered by some to be among the most influential institutions of socialization in African-American communities.
  The Old Jim Crow relegated black citizens of this nation to subordinate status for two decades.  The New Jim Crow effectively does this for life.
The question I’d like us to explore today concerns what the new Jim Crow means for a people who covenant to affirm and promote…justice equity and compassion in human relation?  This is the last Sunday this year in which we’ll be exploring our second UU principle in worship, and, as you are now pretty well aware, I am far more inclined to see our principles as practices we are called to rather than beliefs we are to congratulate ourselves for.  I believe that our seven UU Principles, if actually lived out, would produce something much closer to the world we would like to live in, something approximating the beloved community we here at PUUC have expressed a desire to become.  And we are living, here and now, amidst a new Jim Crow that is systematically dismantling the gains made under Civil Rights and so the question I want to explore with you today concerns what the new Jim Crow means for a people who covenant to affirm and promote… justice equity and compassion in human relations.
In his 1966 Ware Lecture address at the Unitarian Universalist General Assembly, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King said , “There are some things in our nation and in our world to which I'm proud to be maladjusted.  And I call upon you to be maladjusted and all people of good will to be maladjusted to these things until the good society is realized.” King’s address was titled  “Don’t Sleep Through the Revolution” and I believe his words are as true today as they were back in 1966, in the middle of the civil rights movement. 
By 1968, King’s Ware Lecture had been developed from “Don’t Sleep Through the Revolution” to an address entitled “Remaining Awake Through a Great Revolution” and it was delivered at the National Cathedral on March 31st.  In this address, King referenced Rip Van Winkle, and in her address at the 2012 UUA General Assembly 44 years later, Michelle Alexander , (author of The New Jim Crow who’s words we read at the outset of this sermon) quoted from King’s address and remarked that rather than sleeping through a revolution, we have been sleeping through a counter-revolution, one that has reinstated a racialized caste system under a different form. 
A study guide on The New Jim Crow, available on-line through the UUA, draws on this passage from Alexander’s book to explain this reinstated caste system.  It says:
When the system of mass incarceration collapses (and if history is any guide, it will), historians will undoubtedly look back and marvel that such an extraordinarily comprehensive system of racialized social control existed in the United States. How fascinating, they will likely say, that a drug war was waged almost exclusively against poor people of color- people already trapped in ghettos that lacked jobs and decent schools. They were rounded up by the millions, packed away in prisons, and when released, they were stigmatized for life, denied the right to vote, and ushered into a world of discrimination. Legally barred from employment, housing, and welfare benefits- and saddled with thousands of dollars of debt- these families were shamed and condemned for failing to hold together their families. They were chastised for succumbing to depression and anger, and blamed for landing back in prison. Historians will likely wonder how we could describe the new caste system as a system of crime control, when it is a system better designed to create- rather than prevent- crime.
How did we sleep through this counter revolution?  And what will it take us to wake up, and, in the parlance of the Black Lives Matters Movement, #staywoke?  The Urban Dictionary describes “stay woke”: Deriving from "stay awake," to stay woke is to keep informed of the 
sh%&*torm going on around you in times of turmoil and conflict, specifically on occasions when the media is being heavily filtered- such as the events in Ferguson Missouri in August 2014.
EX: The headlines say they looted McDonald's, but they won't tell you about the tear gas the police threw at the crowds, or the fact that they needed the milk from the McDonald's to treat the effects of it. Stay woke.
It’s been said that the greatest mistake a movement can make is to try to organize a sleeping people around specific goals.  First you have to wake the people up.  O.K…here’s your wake up call good people of the Peterborough Unitarian Universalist Church. 
In Race, Crime and the Law, from which we read earlier, Randell Kennedy says, It is entirely plausible that the white-dominated political institutions of America would not tolerate present conditions in jails and prisons if as large a percentage of the white population were incarcerated as is the reality facing the black population.
If as large a percentage of the white population were facing incarceration as are members of the black population…over the course of the next year here in Peterborough, New Hampshire 116.8 people would be arrested, 2.32 of them would be from this congregation.  Imagine that happening again the year after, and the year after that.  What might the long range implication for this community and/or this church be?  What would happen as they were released and could not work, vote, or find a place to live?  Stay woke church.
On March 15, 1965, Dr. King offered the eulogy at the service for murdered UU minister, James Reeb.  In that eulogy he asked those gathered to move from the obvious question of “who” murdered James to the more haunting and poignant question of “what” killed James Reeb. Toward an understanding of this later question, King offered the following:
When we move from the “Who” to the “What”, the blame is wide and the responsibility grows.
James Reeb was murdered by the indifference of every minister of the gospel who has remained silent behind the safe security of stained glass windows. He was murdered by the irrelevancy of a church that will stand amid social evil and serve as a taillight rather than a headlight, an echo rather than a voice. He was murdered by the irresponsibility of every politician who has moved down the path of demagoguery, who has fed his constituents the stale bread of hatred and the spoiled meat of racism. He was murdered by the brutality of every sheriff and law enforcement agent who practices lawlessness in the name of law. He was murdered by the timidity of a federal government that can spend millions of dollars a day to keep troops in South Vietnam, yet cannot protect the lives of its own citizens seeking constitutional rights.
Stay woke church.
Want to get woke?
-Let’s organize a reading group of Alexanders book The New Jim Crow and then engage the free study guide posted at UUA.org.
-Let’s see where the black Lives Matters Movement is in the State of New Hampshire and then let’s see what we can do to support it
-Let’s get a Black Lives Matter banner and hang it on our church
-Work with other faith based groups to advocate for the Smarter Sentencing Act
-Let’s get into local partnerships that make a difference.
In his closing remarks during James Reeb’s eulogy, King said these words.  He said, 
... in his death, James Reeb says something to each of us . . . that we must substitute courage for caution, . . . that we must be concerned not merely about who murdered him, but about the system, the way of life, the philosophy which produced the murder. His death says to us that we must work passionately, unrelentingly, to make the American dream a reality, so he did not die in vain.”
Get woke church…it is time for us to get woke.
I want to close this morning with words from Dr.Kings Ware Lecture:
The idea whose time has come today is the idea of freedom and human dignity, and so all over the world we see something of freedom explosion, and this reveals to us that we are in the midst of revolutionary times. An older order is passing away and a new order is coming into being. ... The role of the church [is] to broaden horizons, to challenge the status quo, and to question and break mores. ... The church has a major role to play in this period of social change ... [it must] remain awake through this revolution.
So may it be, shay and amen.
� Randall Kennedy's Race, Crime and the Law, published in 1997 (The Atlantic : Mapping the New Jim Crow).






