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     This is a user's guide not an owner's manual. The church is a resource we may use, not a property we own. In order to use a church properly, it is important to understand what a church is and what a church is not.

     A church is not a museum, a place where artificats from the religious past are placed on view once a week to remind the faithful of the good old days.

     A church is a laboratory where the traditions of the past and the needs of the present, old convictions and new notions are brought into confrontation; where no thought is too radical to receive a hearing and no truth is too sacred to be challenged.

     To use a church properly, one must learn to listen carefully, to hear the meaning and the intention behind the words.

     To use a church properly, one must learn to speak clearly, to proclaim the truth as one is given to see the truth even, and especially, when no one else sees the same vision.

     To use a church properly, one must be open to challenge, be willing to trust one's opinion to the marketplace of ideas, and find in those who disagree a source of insight which may confirm or change those opinions, but which is our only shield from broad irrelevance or narrow fanatacism.

     To use a church properly, one must understand that change is not only inevitable, it may be the only evidence we shall ever have of the divine at work among us.

     The church is the place where the past is honored and the future incubated, where change can be safely welcomed and explored and accepted and, when judged to be true, embraced.

     To use a church properly, one must be willing to work -- within the church to maintain its openess, its vision, its promise -- and in the larger world, lest all our talk of change be only an intellectual game with no resonance or meaning outside these walls.

     To use a church properly requires patience. Only over time will you discover the unique power and potential of the religious community.

     So settle in, get to know the place, learn to love it for its strengths and weaknesses, for its glory and its folly. Don't be afraid to play around with its possibilities; it is more resilient than you might guess.

     After a while you will discover the church is designed to free you to be your truest self.

